CITY OF COUNCIL
Meeting Minutes
August 15,2019

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Gardner called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
ROLL CALL: PFEIFER, HUTER, and STOKER. A quorum is present.

PUBLIC HEARINGS:

Public Hearings are legally noticed hearings required by state law. The public may provide formal
testimony regarding the application or issues before the City Council. The testimony will become part of
the hearing record for that application or matter.

Public Hearing for Proposed 2019 -2020 Fee Schedule:

Mayor Gardner opened the Public Hearing 6:30 pm.

Claude Canaday: 309 N. Berkley Council, ID 83612 — I have been a resident of Council
since I retired from the military. I have watched the rate increases and my only problem is I
know we need a wastewater plant. I understand, I'm not in doubt we need to get that done.
My issues are why is it if you have the water shut off I understand you pay $15.00 to have
it shut off and turned on? I understand that the maintenance fee if you do is $38.00, what
are they maintaining if you’re not using your sewer or water? If you have 10 people leave
and it's going to be $50.00 a month now and they go for 5 months down as snowbirds
that’s $250.00 x 10 that’s a chunk of change right there, and that is my big concern right
there is why we have such a high maintenance fee when it's not even in use or your house?

Andrew Kimmel, City Engineer- The reason for the maintenance fee is the fee cities can
call whatever they want. That fee is the base fee to repay long term debt for loans cities
have for water or wastewater systems. So even though a house is empty or someone moves
away that property owner is still responsible for that portion of that bill, whether someone
is living there or not the property owner is responsible for that. So that is what the
maintenance fee covers the long term debt. So the base fee plus usage fee so just because
you move away you still have to pay the base fee. Does that help explain why if you shut
off the water you’re not charged a rate for any usage you will be charge base rate for debt
repayment?

Claude Canaday: 309 N. Berkley Council, ID 83612 — The usage fee is for the pumping
of the water and water consumed. The maintenance fee is applied for the maintenance of
actual infrastructure itself. We replace pipes and pumps as needed.

Dan Huter, Council President- Meters

Mayor Gardner- That’s why it's separated out like that. One is based on actual month to
month usage the other is based on maintenance of the entire infrastructure of the system.

Claude Canaday: 309 N. Berkley Council, ID 83612- I’ll accept that.



Mayor Gardner- I know Claude it seems like a chunk, but think we have covered this
ground before. If you look at the situation in many surrounding areas communities we are
trying our darndest to contain as we can. But we are under some obligations to the
governmental entities that help us out with maintaining these systems, they would like to
see us with a certain amount of participation on the part of us and the users, and so they
dictate a lot of the terms on this.

Claude Canaday: 309 N. Berkley Council, ID 83612 — At one time I thought when I
moved to town there was a fund set up for this as a rate increase in rent and monies was
supposed to set aside to offset to keep DEQ off our back and help build this at a later date.
Just curious where we are using that fund or is it still being set aside?

Mayor Gardner- It’s still being accumulated.

Andrew Kimmel, City Engineer- So the City has already put in from the fund you are
talking about $276,000.00 just in the last year to offset the cost of the project and in the
past 10 years, they have been using that fund for other improvements like mainline breaks,
or pumps at the lagoon, or aerators. So there is a lot of maintenance that goes into that as
part of the proposed budget, that fund is actually going to increase faster so hopefully 10-
20 years down the road they don’t have to borrow large chunks of money. The intent is to
save money or a greater amount every year. So they can get away from borrowing.

Claude Canaday: 309 N. Berkley Council, ID 83612 — I understand that, ok.

Andrew Kimmel, City Engineer — The City did not deplete it. When you pay taxes and it
occurs or sends a monthly bill the City has to have their budget cash on hand in case
something happens the first month. So as they bill out the future 12 months they can’t
deplete that fund completely every year.

Claude Canaday: 309 N. Berkley Council, ID 83612 — I was just curious whether or not
they almost washed out a couple of years back when we had to rebuild the lagoon for water
if that ate up the whole fund or not?

Andrew Kimmel, City Engineer- That was quite a while ago, I don’t know. Pat would
probably know that.

Pat DeHaas, Public Works Supervisor- No, I actually came in and helped and I didn’t

work for the City at that time. They hauled their own shell, they owned their own shell. It
was shell Gordon bought and the city owned at that time. The City hauled down their own
shell to replace that dike, and then they got some grants to help enforce that for the future.

Mayor Gardner- We got some environmental quality grants to help.

Anna Sheppard: 107 Kuhl Council, ID 83612- I was just wondering, I own a vacant lot
that’s behind my house. It has hookups for their water and sewer. I think I’m being charge
something each month. How much will that increase? It is there, hasn’t been used in 30
years.

Julie Pate, Deputy Clerk- That would be $14.15.
Anna Sheppard: 107 Kuhl, Council, ID 83612 -I guess I can handle that.

Pat DeHaas, Public Works Supervisor- Actually you can give back that service.



Anna Sheppard: 107 Kuhl Council, ID 83612- But then If I wanted to hook up again I would
have to pay the new fee?

Pat DeHaas, Public Works Supervisor- Yes, right.
Anna Sheppard: 107 Kuhl Council, ID 83612- Thank You Pat.

Scott Lindsey: 401 S. Hornet Council, ID 83612- I’m curious, [ didn’t know our sewer plant
was in bad shape. Our town is not gaining population it seems to be stable, losing a few. Couldn’t
that money be spent on like Bleeker? We could rent out potholes as swimming pools. Is part of
this going to new Meadows to fix their town?

Mayor Gardner- No.

Scott Lindsey: 401 S. Hornet Council, ID 83612- I don’t understand. Did we have a rate change
last year? Right, Julie?

Julie Pate, Deputy Clerk- Yes

Scott Lindsey: 401 S. Hornet Council, ID 83612- Now we are getting more tacked on to? It’s
kind of like buying a house and the seller comes back a year later wanting to charge more since
you did a good job cleaning up. Just doesn’t seem real right, twice in a year span. We live on a
fixed income. It makes a difference and adds up. Right now is the first time ever we pay more in
our water bill then power. It doesn’t make a lot of sense. We pay more with this raise than people
in Valley County. My property value is nothing close to valley county property values, but I pay
more for water. I realize I get very good water , I love the water. [ would like to know exactly
why? I really didn’t think we needed a new sewer plant. Everything seems to be working right,
we are not gaining more population that I can see.

Andrew Kimmel, City Engineer- Pat, how about you answer the question on the sewer system.
Mayor Gardner- Pat, how about you give a brief history of the sewer system.

Pat DeHaas, Public Works Supervisor- The major rate increase is not in water it is in the sewer.
Correct me if I’m wrong, the monies taking in for the sewer system must stay in that fund. The
money for water must stay in that fund for water. The roads are separate from that, most of our
road money goes toward plowing and maintenance of the plow equipment.

Scott Lindsey: 401 S. Hornet Council, ID 83612- I understand that.

Pat DeHaas, Public Works Supervisor- All the manholes are falling apart. The third cell is
leaking. That is what started this whole thing, everything was moving downhill anyways. The first
two cells barely passed the leak test, the third cell flunked the leak test. So then we kick the can
down the road, talked them into doing it again and then we lined the manhole and tried different
things, then had to pull the cover off. We are out of compliance.

Scott Lindsey: 401 S. Hornet Council, ID 83612- I sce.

Pat DeHaas, Public Works Supervisor- When it gets down to it we don’t have a choice in this.



Scott Lindsey: 401 S. Hornet Council, ID 83612- I understand, I just wanted to know exactly
what this is going towards? Because it seems like we have been hit twice in one year and like I
said, I like our water quality and everything going on, but I'm not seeing what’s going on.

Pat DeHaas, Public Works Supervisor- We do have some sewer lines that need replaced.
Scott Lindsey: 401 S. Hornet Council, ID 83612- Ok.

Pat DeHaas ,Public Works Supervisor- We had an old sewer project that took care of 60% of
the town, but we do have areas that that still have asbestos cement pipes, and Main Street is 13-14
feet deep. The City has no way we can do that, we don’t have the equipment or man power. That
is concrete pipe it has been in there so long the gases from the top of the wastewater are eating the
pipe away and it is starting to cave in.

Scott Lindsey: 401 S. Hornet Council, ID 83612- That gives me some kind of idea.

Andrew Kimmel, City Engineer- To answer your question the reason for the rate increase. It’s
not that it’s an increase twice. It is the rate that they need to pay to be able to repay the long term
debt. The City choose break it up into sections versus hitting you all at once.

Scott Lindsey: 401 S. Hornet Council, ID 83612- [ understand that but it's our town is not
growing which is fine. I like it about the town. But is that fee going to go back down after all this
stuff is paid for? Or are we going to hang on this good ole water bill?

Scott Lindsey: 401 S. Hornet Council, ID 83612- It is a 40 year loan. It will take 40 years to
repay it.

Scott Lindsey: 401 S. Hornet Council, ID 83612- I’ll be damned.

Andrew Kimmel, City Engineer- And the reality is the inflation cost to buy pipe or wages will
slowly increase, that is why most City’s takes an automatic 3-5% increase every year.

Scott Lindsey: 401 S. Hornet Council, ID 83612- Unfortunately, the economy doesn’t address
that with people incomes. You answered a lot of my questions. Thank you

Douglas Wood: 502 N. Fairfield Council, ID 83612- I am kind of along the same line as him.
My understanding that the city floated a bond for the sewer system which we are still paying on.
To increase again while we are still paying on that I don’t understand. Why we are still paying on
a bond that apparently never got used? Where did that money go? Wasn't there any upkeep done
on that at the time for that bond? Same thing I'm kind of along with him on the aspect of the
increase in water. You say that an annual thing but you say a percentage some people use more
water and stuff I understand that but the prices you put on water right now for people who are on
fixed income can no longer afford to even water there yards or garden or anything else. When you
start doing that what you're doing you're making the value of the Council Valley just drop and the
people that come through look at this and say wow what kind of town is here when people can't
afford to keep their lawn going or anything. I don’t understand this. I know before we have had
raises and stuff and gradual things but what has happened to all this money that they keep raise
and nothing seems to be getting done. All we do is continually keep paying. But that is what I
want to be answered why?



Andrew Kimmel, City Engineer- So you're talking about your water rate right now?
Doug Woods: 502 N. Fairfield Council, ID 83612- Water & sewer.

Andrew Kimmel, City Engineer- So your water increase question, your water rate is going up
$1.10 a month.

Geneva Woods: 502 N. Fairfield Council, ID 83612- Is that per household?
Andrew Kimmel, City Engineer- Yes.

Ray Stoker, Councilmember- That is the base rate? As you go above the base rate is there a
percentage increase?

Andrew Kimmel, City Engineer- No, base only.

Geneva Woods: 502 N. Fairfield Council, ID 83612- What is going to be the base rate for each
month? What do we pay now, how much will it go up?

Dan Huter, Council President- I think each person is a lot 7000 gallons at their home
Mayor Gardner- 7,400 gallons.

Dan Huter, Council President- So that means a lot of those folks who say can't afford it, if the
city shows you if you over watered? Because [ water my garden and lawn everything else I pay
extra. But 7000 gallons should easily take care of your household and a lot of your yard really. I
pay over because I water my garden a lot. But I’'m willing to pay for that. That what you get 7400,
that’s a lot of water.

Doug Davis: 502 N. Fairfield Council, ID 83612- I do understand that you get a percentage, so
many gallons and stuff, but I've talked to several people who water three times a week.

Geneva Woods: 502 N. Fairfield Council, ID 83612- They don’t even water that.

Doug Davis: 502 N. Fairfield Council, ID 83612- Some of them like she said don’t even water
that , but yet their water bill jumps through the summer months when they are actually using the
water or watering their yard or whatever. So if you’re allotted that amount, something is wrong.
These people are only watering 2-3 times a week. That should take care of that amount. So
something is going on where people are being charged for something they are not using
apparently.

Geneva Woods: 502 N. Fairfield Council ID 83612 -Well maybe they should be told if you
have this much water you can water your yard, I'm tired of people talking to me when I go down
to the valley or whatever saying Council looks like crap I won't use the words they use. We need
to do something with this community and let people know you have this much water you're still
going to pay this much so water your yard, do something.

Pat DeHaas, Public Works Supervisor- Yes, I have told lots of people that. They can come to

me at any time. I can put our reader on there and I can tell them the water they have used per hour
the last 30 days and it will show them exactly when they were using it, and it will pretty much tell
them if they have a leak. Which most of the time when I go check those meters, it turns into stuff



like they forgot they left their water on overnight, or the toilet has been leaking. I have one now
that complained they have toilet leaking 10 gallons per hour. 10 gallons an hour they are losing, it
adds up.

Ray Stoker, Councilmember- You have a valid point on the lawn thing. People who aren’t using
the water need to know so we can encourage them to use their water. Some places do, but it
doesn’t look good. We need to find a way to at least encourage them to use their base amount.
Dan Huter, Council President- They can call into to City hall at any time, they can tell them.
These guys read the meters. We have meters they can drive along and read and they will tell them
how much they use.

Mayor Gardner- This was part of our infrastructure upgrade. We now have precision meters that
can be read at any time. We can track water usage very precisely.

Pat DeHaas, Public Works Supervisor- We do a mid-month read , so if they have excessive
usage we can call and tell them. Maybe something is wrong or you're using too much water.

Dan Huter, Council President- Abnormal amounts.
Mayor Gardner- Make sure they don’t have a leak.

Pat DeHaas ,Public Works Supervisor- Some people use high amount all the time and we kind
of know who they are.

Julie Pate, Deputy Clerk- Geneva, your base water rate will be $23.10 and sewer rate will be
$60.05

Geneva Woods: 502 N. Fairfield Council, ID 83612- What are they now?

Julie Pate, Deputy Clerk - Water $22.00, Sewer $47.55

Ray Stoker, Councilmember- So it's going up around $20.00

Mayor Gardner- Ok, another question.

Scott Lindsey: 401 S. Hornet Council, ID 83612- I have an acre out on Hornet Street. About the
watering, it would be really pretty if I had water if I could afford to have city water on it. I do
have a well on my property a shallow well and I'm trying to find information if I can deepen that
well, I can only get 20 minutes of water out of it then it goes dry. Then I have to wait till it fills
back up. Can I deepen that well just for irrigation?

Pat DeHaas, Public Works Supervisor- Sure.

Scott Lindsey: 401 S. Hornet Council, ID 83612 - It’s an existing well.

Pat DeHaas, Public Works Supervisor- You can't hook it to your house.

Scott Lindsey: 401 S. Hornet Council, ID 83612-Absolutely, not the house.

Mayor Gardner- For irrigation purposes yes.



Pat DeHaas, Public Works Supervisor- You can have a well for watering your yard.

Scott Lindsey: 401 S. Hornet Council, ID 83612- So I can have a company come in and
deepening my well.

Andrew Kimmel, City Engineer- You would have to go through the Idaho Department of Water
Resources.

Scott Lindsey: 401 S. Hornet Council, ID 83612~ But its ok for me to do that?

Pat DeHaas, Public Works Supervisor- Several places down that part of town have irrigation
wells

Scott Lindsey: 401 S. Hornet Council, ID 83612- That is all | wanted it for. That was my only
concern. Ok good, I’ll talk to them. My questions have been answered.

Geneva Woods: 502 N. Fairfield, Council, ID 83612- I was wondering, I didn’t hear a response
or apparently I missed that response for the bond. Why are we still paying on the bond and now
everything is taken another turn?

Andrew Kimmel, City Engineer- The lagoon cover loan on that one is almost paid off. The
remaining balance is actually being rolled into this project. Refinancing at a lower interest rate for
the remaining balance. The bond you had was to cover improvement you did before but now there
are more improvements that have to happen, that’s why they're a new bond.

Geneva Woods: 502 N. Fairfield, Council, ID 83612- So was that bond money put on our
property tax or was it put on by the City?

Andrew Kimmel, City Engineer- The City sewer bill, you were paying before that portion
covered the cost of past improvements.

Geneva Woods: 502 N. Fairfield, Council, ID 83612- So is that money going to come off?
You’re paying that bond but now you're saying that bond money isn’t going to be there but it's
rolling over.

Andrew Kimmel, City Engineer- Your new sewer rate, the way it is set up is what it will cost to
pay everything up until this point. There is new money that needs to be spent on new
improvements. So it not oh you’re going to have a $60.00 sewer rate is but because you're not
really taking anything off everything is still accumulate the total cost for your system. The best
way to look at it is if your buy a new car you trade in your old car and there still is value there that
you have so it’s a new payment of the new car or the new sewer system.

Ray Stoker, Councilmember- That money is not coming off, it’s getting moved to the new
project that is going to continue to get move to the new project.

Geneva Woods: 502 N. Fairfield, Council, ID 83612- You said it was almost paid off?
Andrew Kimmel, City Engineer- Yes correct, but the City doesn’t have the cash to just write a

check and the big picture, the payment to write a check and pay off the remaining bond. It’s better
for the city to roll it into this project because it turns into a grant. A grant is basically paying off



the old bond, not a loan. If the City were not to roll that old bond into the sewer project now, your
rate would actually be higher. Because you have a debt as a loan vs a debt that is a grant. Does
this make sense? It’s better to roll it into this project

Anna Sheppard: 107 Kuhl Council, ID 83612 — Other words instead of having two payments
we will just have one.

Andrew Kimmel, City Engineer- Total cost of the project top end is all grant dollars. So by
putting the old debt on top you’re getting a grant to pay it off.

Darcy Panak: 209 E. Whiteley- You also said the interest rate is lower?

Andrew Kimmel, City Engineer- Yes the interest rate is lower.

Darcy Panak: 209 E. Whiteley - That is also helpful.

Mayor Gardner- Much lower on this one. Are there any other questions or concerns?

Seeing none. Mayor Gardner closed the Public Hearing at 6:57 pm

Budget Hearing for Proposed 2019-2020 Budget:
Mayor Gardner opened the Public Hearing at 6:57 pm.

Mayor Gardner asked for public comments. He asked if anyone that has signed in wanted
to speak, no one was interested in speaking.

Mayor Gardner closed the public hearing at 6:58 pm.

REGULAR COUNCIL AGENDA: 7:00 pm
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Gardner called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm

ROLL CALL: PFEIFER, HUTER, and STOKER. A quorum is present

CONSENT AGENDA:
1) Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of June 11, 2019
2) Minutes of the Regular Council Meeting of July 9, 2019
3) Minutes of the Special Council Meeting on July 25, 2019
4) Approval of Regular & Special bill (June 2019 & July 2019)
5) Approval of Financial Statements (June 2019 & July 2019)
6) Approval of Agenda

Council President Huter moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Council Member
Pfeifer seconded the motion. Voice vote indicated no opposition to the motion with all
members voting aye: MOTION CARRIES



REPORTS

Pat DeHaas — Public Works Supervisor

Robert Ray has started as a seasonal worker and things are going well.
Working on flushing hydrants and doing maintenance on equipment.
Working on trying to get a good price to haul and take the lagoon cover to the landfill.

ENGINEER — Andrew Kimmel

¢ No Report was given

AIRPORT- Michael Sanderson Airport Manager

Not present

CITY CLERK - Julie Pate, Deputy Clerk

No Report was given

REGULAR AGENDA

1.

CHAMBER HORSESHOE TOURNAMENT/APPROVAL FOR ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGES

Susan Korte spoke to the Council about the upcoming Horseshoe Tournament being held at
the Boise Cascade Park. The Horseshoe tournament is being hosted by the Chamber of
Commerce and will be taking care of by Chamber members, herself and Lori & Doug Herren.
They will not be supplying alcohol but do believe people will show up with some. They will
only supply food and none alcoholic beverages. Susan stated she will mark off the playground
area if that is what is needed. But she doesn’t feel it will be an issue. Council Member Stoker
made a motion to allowed people to bring alcoholic beverages to this horseshoe tournament.
Council President Huter seconded the motion. Voice vote indicated no opposition to the
motion with all members voting aye. Motion Carries

COUNCIL GREENS WATER & SEWER FEES/REQUEST TO REDUCE FEES
Creed Noah called earlier in the day and said he is unable to attend this meeting. He will get

on another agenda at a later date.

RESOLUTION #2019-01 FEE SCHEDULE

Council Member Stoker made a motion to adopt Fee Resolution #2019-01. Council
President Huter seconded the motion. Roll Call on the motion results as follows: YEAS:
Huter, Stoker, and Pfeifer: Motion Carries

REQUEST TO PASS THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE UNDER SUSPENSION OF
RULES

Council Member Stoker made a motion to place appropriation Ordinance #520, on its first
reading by title only, under suspension of rules and wave its second and third readings.
Council President Huter seconded the motions. Roll Call on the motion results as follows:
YEAS: Huter, Stoker, and Pfeifer: Motion Carries

ORDINANCE #520 — 2019-2020 APPROPRIATION ORDINANCE

Deputy Clerk Pate read Ordinance #520 by title only. Council Member Stoker made a motion
to adopt appropriation ordinance #520. Council President Huter seconded the motions. Roll
Call on the motion results as follows: YEAS: Huter, Stoker, and Pfeifer: Motion Carries



6. WASTEWATER PROJECT APPROVE CONTRACTS/ISSUE NOTICE TO
PROCEED
Andrew Kimmel the City Engineer from Great West Engineering who is overseeing our
wastewater project had an update to share. After meeting with the contractor and finding ways
to reduce the cost of the project. Change Order #1 is a reduction in the amount of $72.786.00,
is recommended to be signed by the City. Contracts have been reviewed by the City Attorney
and all funding agencies and are ready to be signed by the City. Andrew gave an update on the
contractor’s plans for construction. Council Member Stoker made a motion to have Mayor
Gardner sign the contracts, Change Order #1 and Notice to Proceed. Council Member

Pfeifer seconded the motions. Voice vote indicated no opposition to the motion with all
members voting aye. Motion Carries

7. DEQ FUNDING AMENDMENT
DEQ has presented the City with an amendment to fund the remaining portion of the
wastewater improvements project. Andrew Kimmel recommends the City accept the
funding amendment and sign the agreement. Council Member Stoker made a motion to
have Mayor Gardner sign for increase funding for the collection system. Council Member

Pfeifer seconded the motions. Voice vote indicated no opposition to the motion with all
members voting aye. Motion Carries

Council President Huter moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:23 pm. Council Member Stoker

seconded the motion. Voice vote indicated no opposition to the motion with all members voting aye.
Motion Carries

f ﬂ_\l 4
([

(N ;’< 7% T LT
Minutes submitted by: (ol Bk S AT 5 2, L,\/ ,\““‘(“J‘OU A;'C?""'
Julie Pate~ Deputy Clerk < 78

\)
‘o 90000,y
& O o®° L
~
g

SO
a—9e Q '}
Minutes approved by: %4‘\.\& 3 : O30 - :

Bruce Gardner ~ Mayor

ST TTTTI I L i

10



City of Council
Public Hearing Sign-in
August 15, 2019
6:30 pm

TOPIC: To accept public comment on the proposed 2019-2020 Fee Schedule

Please print your name

Name: Address: Phone #:
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City of Council
Public Hearing Sign-in
August 15, 2019
6:30 pm

TOPIC: To accept public comment on the proposed 2019-2020 Budget

Please print your name

Name: Address: Phone #:
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